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Abstract

Some OHS Problems and Improvement Schemes

in the Construction Industry

This study contains some OHS(Occupational Safety and Health) problems and
improvement schemes in the construction industry in Korea. First, I suggest an
industrial level approach for the basic OHS factors’ supply in order to improve the
small size cites’ high industrial accident rate. The basic OHS factors means a safety
helmet, a safety shoes, a safety belt, the basic OHS education, and a medical
examination. In the case of less than 5 people size cite, the ratio of the worker is
6.9%, but that of the industrial accidents is 68.0%. The main reasons are the
shortage of OHS management ability and workers’ mobility because of their scale
and industrial characteristics. Nevertheless, legal system require that individual
employer should supply the basic OHS factors. So most of the small size cites are
remained a blind spot of the basic OHS factors.

Second, I suggest the exclusion light industrial accidents from industrial accident
rate of PQ in order to decrease the concealed accidents’ harmful effects. The light
industrial accidents mean that the treatment period of an industrial accident is more
than 4 days and below than 7 days. The concealed accident problem bring about a
doubt for OHS system, because an employer who declare the accident is put in an
unfavorable situation compared with an employer who conceal the accident. Also, the
concealed accident cause an addition cost to give some money to the injured worker.
The injured worker who has the aftereffect will not receive an additional treatments.
Government has the wrong statistics problem related to an industrial accident in the

construction industry.

Abstract | 131



Third, I suggest an accident number reduction of the occupational disease which
its occurrence needs a long period, because in this case how much parts should be
belong to certain employer is obscure.

Fourth, The cost for the OHS management is necessary. For the Sunday off, every
employer needs the holiday allowance. So every orders should put the holiday
allowance in the budget. Taking a step forward, the proper construction cost should
be secured. Without it, every OHS efforts will be in vain. Also, the proper OHS
management cost should be secured. It should be procured totally irrelevantly to the
ratio contract price to the planned price.

Fifth, the apportionment of duties to various agents 1S necessary. Government
should redouble her efforts to reduce the industrial accidents in the construction
industry. Orderer should reflect the OHS factors from the design step. Prime
contractors’ accident prevention efforts(beforehand) theirselves are introduced into
OHS system. Subcontractors’ industrial accident rate also should be introduced into
order system like prime contractors. Construction workers’ attention to an industrial
accident should be enhanced. So, curbing the safety helmet, finishing the basic OHS

education, and a medical examination are needed for themselves.
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